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Unit1 Curriculum

MeaningandDefinitionofCurriculum

 Theterm "curriculum"hasbeenderivedfrom a Latin word‘currere’whichmeans"a

racecourse”or‘arunwayonwhichonerunsto reachagoal”.Accordingly,a

curriculum istheinstructionalandtheeducativeprogram followingwhichthepupils

achievetheirgoals,idealsandaspirationinlife.Itiscurriculum throughwhichthe

generalaimsofeducationreceiveconcreteexpression.

 TraditionalconceptofCurriculum

Thetraditionalcurriculum wassubjectcentred,whilethemoderncurriculum is

studentandlifecentred.

 ModernconceptofCurriculum

Themoderneducationisthecombinationoftwodynamicprocesses.Oneisthe

processofindividualdevelopmentandtheotherisprocessofsocializationwhichis

commonlyknownasadjustmentwiththesocialenvironment.

 AccordingtoCunningham,

“Curriculum isatoolinthehandsoftheartist(teacher)tomouldhismaterial

(pupils),accordingtohisideas(aimsandobjectives)inhisstudio(school).”

 AccordingtoMorroe,

“Curriculum includesallthoseactivitieswhichareutilisedbytheschooltoattainthe

aimsofeducation.”

 AccordingtoCrowandCrow,

“Thecurriculum includesallthelearners’experienceinoroutsideschoolthatare

includedinaprogrammewhichhasbeendevisedtohelphim developmentally,

emotionally,sociallyandmorally.”

 AccordingtoJohnKerr,acurriculum isplannedandguidedbytheschool,whetherit

iscarriedoningroups,individuallyinsideoroutsidetheschool.

 Thecurriculum isatotallearningexperienceprovidedbytheschool.Itincludesthe

contentofcourses(Syllabus),themethodemployed(Strategies)andotheraspects

likenormsandvalues,whichrelatetothewayschoolsareorganized.

 Thusacurriculum isneitherdevelopmentnorasequenceofexperiences.Itisaplan

forfacilitatinglearningforstudents.

 This plan starts with where the child is.Itenumerates allthe aspects and

dimensionsoflearningthatareconsiderednecessary.Itgivesareasonwhysuch

learningisconsiderednecessaryandwhateducationalaimsitwouldserve.

 Inanutshell,thecurriculum isameansfollowedbytheteachersandstudentsfor



achievingthesetgoalsandtheaimsorobjectivesofeducationbeingprovidedinthe

school.

 Curriculum,ineverysense,issupposedtobeusedforallexperiences.Thesemaybe

curricularorco-curricular,impartedbytheschoolfortherealizationofthestipulated

aimsandobjectivesoftheschooleducation.

NatureofCurriculum

 Theinstructionalprogrammeasindicatedbythecourseofferingtomeetthevarious

requirementsofavastheterogeneouspopulation

 Thecoursesofstudy,embodyingoutlinesofknowledgetobetaught

 Alltheexperiencesprovidedundertheguidanceoftheschool

 Makesadifferencebetweenmaturityandimmaturity,betweenliteracyandilliteracy,

betweensophisticationandsimplicity

 Accumulated heritage of man’s knowledge filtered through the prisms of

contemporarydemandsandpressures

 Wisdom consideredrelevanttoanyageinanygivenlocation

 Choosesvastamountofheritageofwisdom tomakeadifferenceinthelifeofman

ElementsofCurriculum

Any curriculum consistsofseveral elementsorcomponentssuchas:goals,disposition,

duration,needsanalysis,learnersandteachers,exercisesandactivities,resources,waysof

learning,skillstobeacquired,lexis,languagestructure,andabilityassessment

TypesofCurriculum

1.Subject-centredCurriculum

UsedforcourseslikeMaths,Biology,etc.The

curriculum isdesignedasperthesubjectbeing

taught.Eachtopicinthesubjectistaughtas

pertheexamples.Thisdesignmodeldoesn’t

take into the picture the capabilitiesofthe

studentstakingupthecourseandhencemay

notbesuitableforall.

2.Learner-centredCurriculum

Thisdesignaimstocustomizethecurriculum

as perthe needs ofthe student.Its core

philosophyisthateachstudentisuniqueand

thereisnostandardcurriculum whichcanfit

allofthem.Differentiatedinstructionplanscan

bepreparedtosuiteachstudentaspertheir

requirement.Butsincethereisaconstraintof

timeandalsotofigureoutwhateachstudent

needsuniquelythismethodalsohasitsdisadvantages.



3.Teacher-centredCurriculum

Referstoabodyofassumptionsaboutthepurposesofeducation,beliefsabout

knowledge,learners,and learning observable in Teacher behaviours and

classroom practices.Inteachercentrededucationstudentsputalloftheirfocus

ontheTeacher.Theteachertalkswhilestudentsexclusivelylisten.

4.DisciplinaryCurriculum

Adiscipline-basedcurriculum approachcharacterizesteachingpracticewithinone

subjectandencouragesteachersforspecialization,depthofcontentknowledge,

andintegritytotheconventionsoftheirdiscipline.        

5.InterdisciplinaryCurriculum

Interdisciplinarycurriculum involves using the knowledge view and curricular

approachthatconsciouslyappliesmethodologyandlanguagefrom morethanone

disciplinetoexamineacentraltheme,issue,problem,topic,orexperience.   

6.TransdisciplinaryCurriculum

Anapproachtocurriculum integrationwhichdissolvestheboundariesbetween

the conventionaldisciplines and organizes teaching and learning around the

constructionofmeaninginthecontextofreal-worldproblemsorthemes.

Transdisciplinary education brings integration of different disciplines in a

harmoniousmannertoconstructnew knowledgeanduplifttheleanertohigher

domainsofcognitiveabilitiesandsustainedknowledgeandskills.Itinvolvebetter

neuralnetworking for lifelong learning.Transdisciplinary education brings

integrationofdifferentdisciplinesinaharmoniousmannerto constructnew

knowledgeand uplifttheleanerto higherdomainsofcognitiveabilitiesand

sustainedknowledgeandskills.Itinvolvebetterneuralnetworkingforlifelong

learning.

Thuswehavelearntthataninstructormustfollowtheproperguidelinesandframeworks

todesignacurriculum becausethecurriculum isveryimportanttoguidethestudenton

hisjourneyonacquiringknowledgeaboutasubjectandalsospeaksontheteaching

capabilityofaninstructor.

InterrelationshipofCurriculum,Syllabusand
Textbooks

Have you everwondered why so often

textbooks are mistaken for syllabus?

Perhaps this is because of the close

relationbetweensyllabusandTextbooks.

You willagree that it is through the

textbooks that the syllabus acquires

concrete shape to achieve the objectives

definedinthesyllabus.Inmanypartsofthe

world,language education courses are



designedfollowingasyllabus-drivenapproachthatisthesyllabusdetermineswhatkind

ofmaterialswillbeadoptedandinwhatwaystheywillbeexploitedfortheclassroom

teaching.In certaineducationalcontext,thesyllabusevendetermineshow materials

should bedesigned inthefirstplace.Therefore,thematerialsarenotseenasan

alternativetothesyllabus,butaninstrumentamongothersusedtofulfilthegoalsofthe

syllabus.Materials,whethercommerciallydevelopedorhomemade,areanimportant

elementwithinthecurriculum .Whilethesyllabusdefinesthegoalsandobjectives,the

linguisticandexperientialcontent,instructionalmaterialscanputfleshonthebonesof

thesespecifications.

Afterponderingdeeplyyoumusthavejudgedandcometotheconclusionthatcurriculum,

syllabusandtextbooksareinterlinked.Ithasbeen madeclearthatthesyllabusisthe

concreteform ofcurriculum andtextbooksaredevelopedinaccordancewiththesyllabus.

Allaspects,ofcurriculum andsyllabusareincorporatedtextbooks.Inotherwords,what

ismentionedinthecurriculum isreflectedinthesyllabusandthetextbooksisthe

reflectionofthesyllabus.Syllabusbyitselfcannotbetransactedintheclassroom.That

isthereasonwhythereisdemandandneedforthetextbooks. Thetextbookisafinal

andconcretetoolforinfractionwiththelearners.

Themoreplannedthetextbookiseasieristhetaskoftheteacherinmakinghis/her

learnertransactthecontent.Sincethetextbooksisapotenttoolinthehandsofateacher,

itmustmatchthementalagesofthelearners.Theneedsandinterestofthepupilmust

alsobetakenintoconsiderationwhiledevelopingmaterialsofatextbooks.Lessonsis

thetextbookshouldbelinkedwiththepriorexperiencesofthelearnersonthebasisof

which the learners constructknowledge.Suitable vocabulary,structures,sufficient

exercisesforpractice,innovativeactivities,appealingillustrationsarethebasisconcepts

ofatextbook.Simplylanguageandstyleofpresentationalsomatteralot.  

    

Issuesandproblemsofexistingcurriculum –

Someofthem arediscussedbelow:

 Issues in curriculum development.



 Curriculum isoutdated.

 Involvementofgovernmentofficials.

 Lackofacademicresearch.

 Absenceofschoolteachers'involvement.

 Resultofweakacademicskillsofresearchers.



BasesofCurriculum

Basesarethepillarsuponwhichthebuildinglies.Curriculum developmentalsohasseveral

bases.Whenplanningforcurriculum,twocategoriesofbasisare

1.Thosethatareinstructionalinnature

2.Thosethataffectpeopledirectly

 Theinstructionalbasesofcurriculum planningincludeplanningdomains,thecontext

orcharacteristicsoftheschoolsituation,theimpactofcurrenttrendsandissues,

andtheuseofstrategicplanning.

 Thosebasesofcurriculum planningthataffectpeopledirectlyincludestudentand

teacherneeds,localcurriculum problems to be addressed,competencies of

planners,etc.

 Allthesebasesaffectthecurriculum planningprocessinvariouswaysandto

differing degrees. The curriculum should enable all young people to

become successfullearnerswhoenjoylearning,makeprogressandachieve

 confidentindividualswhoareabletolivesafe,healthyandfulfillinglives.

 responsiblecitizenswhomakepositivecontributionstosociety.

 Letus now learn aboutsome otherbases thatshould be considered while

developingthecurriculum.

1.Philosophicalbasesofcurriculum

 Atthefoundationofeverycurriculum,thereistheeducationalphilosophyof

peopledirectlyinvolvedintheprocessofcurriculum development.

 Philosophyistheendandeducationisthemeanstoachievethatend.

 Philosophydeterminesthegoaloflifeandeducationtriestoachievethatgoal.

 Thecontentsofthecurriculum changetosuittheprevalentideologiesand

socialwaysofthinking

 So,thecurriculum ispositivelycorrelatedwiththeneedsandrequirementsof

society.

 Philosophyprovidescurriculum specialistswithaframeworkforbroadissues



andtasks,ingeneral,whatexperiencesandactivitiestostressinschooland

classroom.

2.Sociologicalbasesofcurriculum

 Societyinfluencestheschoolcurriculum.

 Everysociety,communityornationhasanessentialsocialobligationtoarrange

theeducationofchildren.

 Sociologicalconsiderations influence curriculum developmentin following

distinctways:-

a.Itprovidesawayofcarryingoutchangesinthebehaviourofthe

studentsaspertheneedsanddemandsofthesocietyornation.

b.Tomakeeducationasaninstrumentofsocialchangesandprogress.

c.Topreservethecultureandtransmitittoyoungchildren.

d.Topreparethelearnersforthefuturesociety.

Thussociologicalconsiderationsprovidenecessaryguidelinesfordevelopinga

usefulcurriculum forthebettermentandtheprogressofsociety.

3.Psychologicalbasesofcurriculum

 Educationisforthechild.Thechildisthecentreoftheeducationalprocess

 Througheducation,effortsaremadeforbringingdesirablechangesinthe

behaviourofthelearners.

 Psychologyasascienceofbehaviourislinkedwiththeprocessofimparting

education.

 It helps curriculum developers in deciding what content and learning

experiencescanbeincludedinthecurriculum.

 Itprovidesbasesforcurriculum developmentinsuchawaythatcurriculum

couldbedevelopedaccordingtothechildreninaparticulargradeandtheir

needs 

 Thepsychologyofindividualdifferencesamongchildreninfluencestheplan

anddevelopmentofthecurriculum.So,thecurriculum shouldhaveenough

varietyandelasticitytoallowindividualdifferences,needs,andinterests.

 So,wecanconcludethatcurriculum developmentisguidedbytheideasput

forwardbypsychologists(Piaget,Erickson,Bruner,etc.)from timetotime.

Hencecurriculum developmenthassufficientpsychologicalbases.

4.PoliticalBasesofCurriculum

 Itisimportanttoacknowledgethateducationisessentiallyapoliticalactivity.

 Thepoliticalclimateprevailinginacountryisveryimportantandsignificantin

determiningthetypeofschoolingandcurriculum fortheyoung.

 Educationalsohasapoliticalfunction;inthatitpromotesideologieswhich

influencethepowerstructurewithinsociety.

 Itisnoteworthyalsothatpoliticalforces,themostpowerfulofwhichare

associatedwiththegovernmentofthetime,areresponsibleforallocationof

resourcesthatarenecessarytosupportacurriculum.

 Hence,theneedtotakethepoliticiansviewsintoconsiderationincurriculum

planning.



 Inaddition,acurriculum workerisalsolikelytohaveapoliticalandideological

standinlifethatwouldinfluencehis/herdecisionmakingprocessincurriculum

matters.


